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enough to forsake her Sister Church in Scotland. That Church is now just in the position in which our Church would be, if it pleased parliament, in what is profanely called its omnipotence, to drive us from our sanctuaries and to establish the Independents, or the Wesleyans, or the Jumpers, in our place.
The Bishops of the Scottish Church, thus deprived of their property and their civil rights, did not attempt to keep up the same number of Bishops as before the Revolution, nor did they continue the division of the country into the same dioceses, as there was no occasion for that accuracy, by reason of the diminution which their clergy and congregations had suffered, owing to the persecutions they had to endure. They have also dropped the designation of Archbishops, now only making use of that of Primus, (a name formerly given to the presiding Bishop,) who being elected by the other Bishops, six in number, is invested thereby with the authority of calling and presiding in such meetings as may be necessary for regulating the affairs of the Church. The true Church of Scotland has thus continued to exist from the Revolution to the'present time, notwithstanding those penal statutes, of the severity of which some opinion may be formed when it is stated, that the grandfather of the present venerable Bishop of Aberdeen, although he had taken the oaths to . the government, was committed to prison for six months; and why ? for the heinous offence of celebrating divine service according to the forms of the English Book of Common Prayer, in the presence of more than four persons ! But in vain has the Scottish establishment thus persecuted the Scottish Church; as we have said, she still exists, perhaps, amidst the dissensions of the establishment, to be called back again to her own. The penal statutes were repealed in the year 1792. But even then the clergy of that Church were so far prohibited from officiating in the Church of England, that the clergyman, in whose church they should perform any ministerial act, was liable to the penalties of a premunire. Although a clergyman of any of the Greek Churches, although even a clergyman of the Church of Rome, upon his renouncing those Romish peculiarities and errors, which are not held by our Scottish brethren, could serve at our altars, and Q